
Lectionary 17B 2018, John 6:1-25, July 29, 2018, Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 

Lancaster, PA, Kurt S. Strause 

 

 Are you a “glass half full” or a “glass half empty” kind of person? You know 

what I mean, don’t you? It’s a kind of short-hand way of describing how someone 

perceives the world. If you see a glass and describe it as half-empty you are more likely 

to perceive shortages and scarcity. You might wonder, even fear, if you will have enough 

to get by in life, and you worry about the future. You will try to hold on to as much as 

you can and hardly ever give anything away. On the other hand, if you describe a glass as 

half full you are more likely to see the world as full of abundance. You believe you have 

enough to make your way in the world. Oh, to be sure, you could always use a little bit 

more, but on the whole you are satisfied and hopeful. You are thankful for what you have 

and generous with your resources, sharing with others what you have. 

 I want us to keep in mind these two ways of looking at the world; half-full or half-

empty as we begin to think about this gospel reading of Jesus feeding 5,000 hungry 

people on the side of that mountain. This is one of the most well-known of all the miracle 

stories in the Bible. As well it should be: it’s the only one appearing in all four gospels. 

And in each gospel it appears at a critical moment in the earthly ministry of Jesus. Each 

gospel writer locates the story at the point where Jesus makes the transition from a public 

ministry out among the people towards the climactic events in Jerusalem leading to his 

passion, crucifixion and resurrection. Before the miraculous feeding Jesus heals the sick, 

preaches the coming kingdom, and teaches the crowds. After the feeding Jesus 

increasingly teaches just the disciples, and prepares for the trial that awaits him in 

Jerusalem. 

 Clearly something important happens here. In John’s gospel it will introduce a 

long teaching discourse in which Jesus will call himself the “Bread of Life.” We will hear 

this whole chapter in the coming weeks.  

 I believe the pivotal point in our gospel reading today comes in verse 15. After the 

whole crowd is miraculously fed, John says, “When Jesus realized that they were about to 

come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by 

himself.” They saw in this act a hope for political and economic salvation. You see, they 

were “half-empty” kind of people. They were used to operating out of a politics of 

scarcity. To be a successful politician means making sure their subjects had enough to 

eat. This verse should remind us of the actions of Roman emperors of the time who gave 

out free bread and lavish entertainment to the citizens of Rome. Kings who couldn’t 

provide for their subjects just might find themselves overthrown by a rival 

 It’s really no different today. Times of economic scarcity can undo politicians. If 

the economy is bad we overthrow them by voting them out of office. Candidates who 

promise a better economic future are highly favored. Politics is often based on a “half-

empty” belief in scarcity, with one side predicting that if the other side is elected that 

what you have will be taken away and given to someone else.  

 Jesus fled from the crowd because they wanted to make him king. They were 

operating out of an assumption of scarcity. We might be tempted to do the same. “Will 

there ever be enough?” It’s a nagging question in the back of our minds. Will my 

retirement plan cover my needs? What if I need nursing care? Can I save enough for my 

kid’s college education? What if the economy takes a downturn, or worse yet, goes into 



recession? Will my investments suffer too much? What if I lose my job? Will I find 

another? An assumption of scarcity says there may come a day when there isn’t enough. 

So we always need more. We need politicians and leaders and investment counselors who 

will help us make sure we get our piece of the limited resources out there. 

 Jesus seemed to provide the right answers. He put bread on the table and food in 

their bellies. For that they wanted to make him king. For them the messiah promised a 

better economic and political future. But John calls what Jesus did a “sign.” It was a sign 

pointing to the kingdom of God. This sign points away from scarcity towards the 

abundance of God’s kingdom. Here Jesus gathered thousands of people together and fed 

them with five loaves and two fish. Indeed, so much was left over that it took twelve 

baskets to gather up what remained. To the eyes of faith the message is crystal clear. God 

does not operate from an assumption of scarcity. Quite the opposite.  From God’s 

perspective there is more than enough for everybody. So much so the leftovers will 

overflow. No one goes to bed hungry. No one goes unfulfilled in the kingdom Jesus 

brings in. No one will be left with an empty plate.  

 We mustn’t be mistaken here. Jesus isn’t like any other worldly politician who 

promises a chicken in every pot and bread on the table. These still come at it from an 

assumption of scarcity. According to this view we must always be on guard for the next 

downturn, we must always have a little bit in reserve for the day when the famine or the 

recession comes. Jesus challenges this world-view. He says such earth-shattering things 

like, “Do not worry whether or not you will have enough to eat tomorrow.” “Simply ask 

God each day for daily bread and you will receive it.” 

 Imagine a world in which a significant number of people refused to get caught up 

in the assumption of scarcity. Imagine a world where they gave away more than they kept 

for themselves because they believe God will answer their prayer for “daily bread.” “Not 

very realistic,” I can hear it being said. But that depends upon your view of what is truly 

real. Jesus points us to a new reality. A reality that is growing and becoming more of a 

reality than the one we live in now. Its called the kingdom of God. And in this kingdom 

there is always enough for all.  

 You already have all that you will ever need. Jesus greets us here, in this worship, 

granting us the daily bread of forgiveness. He is willing to go to any lengths to see that 

we are fed, even to setting his face to that Holy city and going to a cross. The world tried 

to show that it didn’t need God by executing the one man who showed the world how to 

live abundantly and richly in the love of God. But Jesus emptied himself on that cross 

that we might live full and rich lives. He gives us a new vision, turning us from “half-

empty” people to “more than full” people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


