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ASSISTING ON SUNDAYS

From the Pastor’s Desk
If God is Love, why did Jesus have to die?
Standard answers include:
To forgive sin.
To reconcile us to God.
To destroy death.
These are the effects of Jesus’ death on the cross. They are true. His death indeed does
forgive, reconcile, and destroy. Do they answer that pesky “have to” though? I’m not so sure.
I was recently asked, “could Jesus’ life turned out otherwise? Could he have lived a regular
life, gotten married, had children, retired, and died at a ripe old age and still saved the world
from sin and death?” That certainly challenges the “have to die” question.
Behind the “have to” question lurks the difficult suspicion that the Father sending his Son to
death on the cross is cruel. Jesus suffers while the Father remains distant and unfeeling.
I would like to suggest that this question of the necessity of Jesus’ death is best looked at
from the human point of view. According to the rules and norms of human society Jesus did
indeed need to die. He directly challenged the authority of the government by proclaiming an
alternate kingdom. He directly challenged conventional religious morality by proclaiming radical
non-violence (“turn the other cheek”). In the minds of both sets of authorities Jesus and his
followers threatened to upend the established order. One thing history teaches us is that the
established order will always and in every case seek to silence dissent and eradicate it when it
becomes intolerable.
Jesus’ suffering at human hands and the violence of his death reveals more about ourselves
than it does about God. After two thousand years one might think we’ve learned something
about ourselves. We haven’t. We’re just more efficient in our violence, able to eradicate threats
to authority on a massive scale.
I suppose God the Father could have left Jesus’ body in the tomb after his death, to decay
and turn to dust. I think we deserve it. God turning his back on humanity, frustrated by our
inability to live peacefully with one another, allowing us to devolve into snarling animals until
finally there are no humans left because we’ve eliminated every last one of ourselves.
But. God the Father raised Jesus from the dead. And in that word “but” is contained all the
grace and love and forgiveness of God. All that Jesus lived for; his non-violence, his forgiving of
his enemies, his healing, his proclaiming a kingdom belonging to God, are vindicated by his
resurrection. Because he lives beyond death none of what he stands for can ever be undone.
Did Jesus have to die? Yes, so that he might be raised from the dead and show us what true
life is all about.

Pastor Kurt Strause

April 7
Acolyte
Lector
Deacons
Ushers
Greeters
Spark

Faith Siegrist
Bob Miller
Bob Miller, Keith Frey
Mary Kay Mulcahy, Marilyn Soutner
Jo Kuhn, Bonnie Allman
Shree Shrom

April 14
Acolyte
Lector
Deacons
Ushers
Greeters
Spark

Tommy Hockenberry
Mary Kay Mulcahy
Ed and Lori Hockenberry
Bill Hannegan, Don Styer
Betsy Weidler, Marie Brubaker
Lisa Nissly

April 21
Acolyte
Lector
Deacons
Ushers
Greeters
Spark

Ivan Shrom
Phyllis Strittmater
Barbara Dirks, Mary Royer
Keith Frey, Phyllis Strittmater
Fay Binkley, Gini Horn
Mark Moffett

April 28
Acolyte
Lector
Deacons
Ushers
Greeters
Spark

Ivan Shrom
Karl Soutner
Tim and BA Smith
JoAnn Alexander, Mary Royer
Mary Royer, JoAnn Alexander
Nancy Lynn

Usher captain - Suzanne Burkholder

Holy Week and Easter at
Emmanuel
Each year Christians enter into the liturgical
commemoration of the final week of our Lord’s life
leading up to his crucifixion and resurrection.
Called “Holy Week,” this week centers upon events
both joyful and tragic.
Join the People of God as we celebrate the life-giving death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ our Savior.

Palm Sunday / Sunday of the Passion - April 14, 10:15 a.m.
This service begins Holy Week. We join our voices with the crowd as Jesus
triumphantly enters. Jerusalem. The events of Holy Week are recounted as we read the
Passion account from Luke’s gospel.

The Great Three Days
Central to the story of salvation are the three great holy days of Thursday, Friday and
Easter Eve. These three days constitute on continuous liturgy, each day needing the
other in order to be complete.

Maundy Thursday - April 18, 7:00 p.m.
The night of our Lord’s betrayal he gave them a new commandment, “Just as I
have loved you, so you ought to love one another.” In humble service our Lord kneels
before his disciples and washes their feet.

Good Friday - April 19, 7:00 p.m.
Our Lord suffers on the cross for the redemption of all humanity. The service
recounts the depths of God’s eternal love in the proclamation of the St. John Passion.

The Vigil of Easter– April 20, 7:00 p.m.
The Easter Vigil is a dramatic liturgy of darkness and light, chaos and order,
slavery and freedom, death and life. The cross is triumphantly vindicated as the Lord’s
throne and the fullness of salvation finds expression-creation and redemption, old
covenant and new covenant. This year the Vigil will be a prelude to Easter and will
include the Easter Proclamation, Scripture from the Old Testament and Renewal of
Baptism.

Souper Bowl of Caring

~Easter

Day~
Christ is Risen! He Is Risen, Indeed!

MANY THANKS to those who contributed
to the Souper Bowl of Caring on Sunday,
February 3. A total of $495.88 was
collected, which was divided evenly
between the Lancaster County Council of
Churches Food Hub, and the ELCA World
Hunger Appeal. Thank you for your
generous support.

April 21, 10:15 p.m.
With this bold acclamation Christians greet one another on
Easter day and throughout the Easter season. On Sunday, April 16, at
10:15 a.m. the Festival Liturgy of the Resurrection will be celebrated.
Our voices of praise will join with angelic throngs as we sing Christ’s
victory over the bondage of death. Our joy swells in crescendos of
happiness since we believe Christ’s victory becomes ours as well. No
more shall death separate us from the love of God: we belong to him
forever.

Easter Morning Pancake Breakfast-

Seiger Chapel at 8:30 a.m.
Menu - Pancakes, Sausage, Scrambled Eggs,
Orange Juice, and Coffee.
Free-will offering.
Sign up in the narthex or Fireside Room.

Financial Report
YTD
General Fund Income
General Fund Expense
Difference

$10,144
$10,836
-$692

February
$20,886
$23,208
- $2,322

========================================================================================================================================================================

Gutenberg Gabs
~ a book discussion group ~

Charles and Emma
by Deborah Heiligman

Monday, April 1 1:30 to 3:00
Hostess: Diane Ehemann

Deadline for the May Parish Helper is
Wednesday, April 17.
Please send all information to office@emmanuelllancster.org

MAILING LIST If you receive the Parish Helper and your mailing
address has or will change, please inform the office so that you can
continue to receive the good news from Emmanuel. You may email the
office, send a note or phone the office. Thank you.

Adult Sunday School

Coming
in
May
The Election Day Bake Sale and Sub Sale to benefit the Youth
Group, on Tuesday, May 21st. Watch for details next month.
ATTENTION ALL YOUTH
Kindergarten through High School Seniors
Check out the information from the
Lutheran Camping Corporation of
Central PA, in the narthex. Camps
Kirchenwald
and
Nawakwa
have
something for every interest: turtles,
guppies, arts & crafts, pottery & clay,
musical, guitar, water adventure, sports,
biking, backpacking canoeing, overnight
camp, day camp, just to name a few.
$$Tiered Pricing is available from the
Lutheran Camping Corporation or
camp scholarships available from Emmanuel Lutheran.$$
Find Summer Camp descriptions and more information at
LutheranCamping.org or call 717-6778-8211

9:00 – 10:00 ~ Fireside Room
April 7 & 14: Forgiveness
April 21: No Adult Class
April 28:

Food and Feasts
of Jesus
~First Sunday Coffee~
April 7
following worship
Wednesday Bible Study
will provide treats

Mid Week Soup and Study Listens to Jesus Say "I Am"
Soup and study continues each Wednesday in Lent as
we gather for a simple fellowship meal of soup and
bread. Our study this year will focus on “Making Sense
of the Cross” What is the Meaning of Jesus on the
Cross? The sessions will look at the multiple ways the
Bible and Christian thought describes the cross.
 April 3 - Example and Encouragement
 April 10 - Event and Experience
Supper begins at 6:00 p.m. and our study begins at 6:30
p.m. At 7:30 we close with the brief prayer service of
Compline.

Happy Birthday
2
9
16
18
26

Pastor Kurt Strause
Jessica Suzanne Long
Lisa Nissly
Amber Marie Stewart
Margaret Thomsen

BASKETS of PROMISE
Lent 2019
Through out the season of LENT we will be collecting items to
assemble 50 Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief. Each
Sunday in LENT we will collect a specifically designated item.
April 7 Metal Nail Clippers
April 14 PC Kit Assembly & PKG.

EASTER LILIES
Easter lilies beautify the sanctuary during the
Easter season and may be purchased in
memory of, in honor of, or in thanksgiving for
someone. The cost of each 5/6 bloom lily is
$8.00. Please complete the form and return it
to the church with your payment by April 7.
-----------------------------Please order ______ lily(s) to be placed in the church.
Name as is should appear in the bulletin
________________________________________________

Please see Deb Barrett with questions.
Emmanuel to Sponsor Lancaster County of Council of Churches

Community Meal
East Chestnut Street Mennonite Church

April 8, 2018 5:30 PM
Volunteers are needed:
Sunday April 7 - Pre-Meal
Preparation
Monday April 8- Set Up, Serving
and Clean Up
Interested in helping? Contact: Deb Barrett, 872-2113

In loving memory of/ In honor of/ In thanksgiving for:
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Check one
_____ I will pick up my plants after the Easter Service on April 21.
_____Please send my plant to a shut-in or someone who is sick.
Amount enclosed___________

