
Sunday, January 2, 2022 

Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

Happy New Year! I trust you had a wonderful Christmas and a happy new year – so far. 

The joy of the Christmas season remains with us as we continue to celebrate the 12 

days of Christmas. And to help us do just that, we have texts before us today that give 

us insights into what God was all about as his Son was born in Bethlehem. 

Jeremiah, writing approximately 600 years before Christ was born, gives us a portrait of 

God as Israel’s father. This account provides a lasting and hopeful picture of the 

covenant relationship established by God many years before. God has been present 

with Israel since its conception and will be into all the days of its future. God will indeed 

give Israel gladness instead of sorrow. 

It’s interesting to note that that exact theme is reflected in our Psalm today as well. 

In the text from Ephesians, we are quick to learn that at the celebration of the 

incarnation, we experience the mystery of God’s plan for the redemption of the human 

race. Here we are quick to be reminded that the Triune God comes to us, lavishing us 

with grace upon grace, upon grace. 

We can appreciate this text reminding us that in Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes 

have been made known as heaven and earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus we 

have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation. 

The beginning of John’s gospel is always interesting to read and study. It is thought by 

scholars that these verses, known as the Prologue, is really a hymn. We find in this 

hymn among other facts and notions, that grace, God’s grace, is the undeserved love of 

God embodied in Jesus Christ. 

You and I refer to the sacraments of the church as being “means of grace,” the vehicles 

through which we receive the love of God. So, in word and sacrament, we join John the 

Baptist in testifying to the presence of God in Christ. 

It would be appropriate for us to summarize John’s opening verses this way: The Word 

became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.  

All of our texts today give us a condensation of what the life of Christ was all about. 

From the time of Jeremiah and the Psalmist to John and Ephesians, we learn a great 

deal about this new-born Messiah, Christ the Lord. 

And the lessons we learn can serve as a challenge for each of us. I say that because all 

that God has intended to accomplish through his Son, he also intends to accomplish 

through us. I know that’s pretty heavy stuff to contemplate right now.  



Jesus was, of course, a teacher, a rabbi explaining God’s love to all people in the here 

and now as well as guiding all to see that as our earthly life ends, we have God’s 

promise of an eternity that outshines everything we can imagine. 

And most interestingly, we find that Jesus was also the example to be followed. He 

showed us how to love one another as followers of God, his and our Father. Jesus 

shows us how to live as adopted children of our creator. 

I was particularly drawn to the words of John 1:16 and 17: “From his fullness we have 

all received grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and 

truth came through Jesus Christ.” 

As I read those verses, I silently said to myself a short prayer of thanksgiving for the gift 

of God’s grace and then I started thinking about the fact that I fail more and more to see 

God’s grace played out in our world today. 

Now don’t get me wrong - there are certainly expressions of grace. We see generosity 

of those who provide meals, shelter, rent and utility assistance, and a whole host of 

actions that serve those in our community who are in need. 

When I was pondering the lack of seeing grace lived out I was thinking about how too 

many folks today treat each other daily, especially if there is any kind of disagreement. I 

lament that it seems our nation today is not the one I grew up in. 

As I’ve said before, grace is more and more a “church” word and concept. Where 

outside the church do we hear the word “grace?” 

And if that’s true and as we are seeing more and more folks of all ages not being 

involved in a faith community, my sense is that the concept of grace becomes a lesser-

known attribute and quality within our society. And that grieves me to no end. 

As followers of Christ, we continually appreciate the gift of God’s grace and are to be 

trying our best to live out grace as we interact with others. 

Grace seems to be replaced by partisan bickering, entrenched hatred, a negative 

attitude, an unwillingness to listen to opposing views, etc. 

In all of this we can be those who do not get caught up in the frenzy. We can keep our 

heads in all instances where others seem entrenched on one side or the other. We can 

show and practice grace going forward. Now, for sure some folks may look at us as if 

we’ve completely lost our minds. So be it. Grace is shocking when seen and 

experienced in our world today. 

One final thought for today, as we’re just beginning a new year filled with uncertainties 

on so many fronts and topics is this – As the Word became flesh and brought grace and 

truth to the world – let us contemplate that God’s grace and truth continue each day to 

give us blessed hope. As those who St. Paul says, “are being saved,” you and I not only 

can but ought to share a common hope for today and all the days ahead. 



I know it can be difficult at times right now to be very hopeful.  We have begun a new 

year, still addressing a pandemic. And beyond that our world is fractured in so many 

ways. Our nation is fractured like never before. And on and on it goes. 

For some it is not difficult to get sucked into the void and become part of the majority 

who refuse to live out the life our Lord has shown us. And in doing so we easily become 

mired down and are then part of the problem, not the solution. 

Living a Christ like life is to be appreciative of God’s truth and grace, being a living 

example of God’s truth and grace in all we say and do. We do this knowing our God 

lives. The God we follow is with us always giving us what we need to be the best 

example of a disciple that we can be. And in that we see the hope that exists for all the 

world, just as Jesus’ birth is a gift to all the world. 

We Christians, followers of Christ, know the true hope for the world rests in the loving 

arms of God who gives us all we need daily. And we know that experiencing grace and 

hope can be contagious. 

So as we move into this new year, 2022, let us be more contagious than COVID, than 

the hatred and the divisiveness that is present today. 

We believe that with God there is nothing that is impossible. That being so, then, let us 

believe and be part of those followers of Christ who show grace and hope in all we do 

and say today, throughout this new year, and each day we are given. 

Thanks be to God. 

Amen 

 

 


