
Sunday, January 30, 2022 

Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

Last week in my sermon, you may remember, I highlighted the readings from Nehemiah 

and Luke as we focused on the fulfillment of scripture being given to all of us who hear 

God’s word. 

God’s mission is accomplished not by reading words, but by hearing them. Hearing 

God’s words, they become part of us and then each of us acting upon the lessons and 

mandates of the word of God, the Good News, become the living word of God to the 

world today. 

With that in mind our texts for today give more clues about our God and his involvement 

in our lives and in the lives of all people of all time. 

Jeremiah reminds us that before we were born God loved us and surely leads us to do 

God’s good will in our world. 

The text of Paul to the Church at Corinth is one that all of us have heard over and over 

again: in worship, at weddings and other notable occasions.  

And in Luke’s gospel text we find Jesus in his hometown, Nazareth. And the folks he 

grew up with are at first pleasantly amazed at Jesus’ reading of scripture and that the 

scripture has been fulfilled in their hearing of it. 

That portion of today’s gospel text ended last week’s gospel text. And, again, last week I 

spoke a bit about how we can feel that we are in a sort of exile due to the length and 

severity of COVID. I spoke about unrest, dissention and unrest everywhere, including 

congregations. 

Part of my sermon spoke about the word of God being fulfilled as we hear God’s word, 

especially as we live in a and function in community and how we really and truly need to 

move forward with the hope given to us by God. We need to offer hope to others as we 

are uplifted by the hope God instills in us. 

Just as today’s gospel text is a continuation of last week’s gospel test, just so, the 

central message for us today is to focus on these words of scripture that they may be 

fulfilled in us. 

As we continue always to perceive God’s word and how we are to live it out faithfully we 

find that Paul’s familiar words are perhaps the key to fulfilling the way of living our Lord 

would have us undertake and follow.  

Paul puts forth a detailed understanding of how he interprets love. And it’s not hard to 

see that love lived out by us ought to be modeled after the love of God for his whole 

creation. 



As I was letting today’s texts mull over in my head, I read a book review in the Christian 

Century magazine. The book reviewed is entitled: “If God is Love, Don’t be a Jerk: 

Finding a Faith That Makes Us Better Humans.” The reviewer states that the author’s 

“bottom line is that faith should result in a life of love.” He says that the core message of 

the book is this: “The sole fixed truth that I hold on to, is that faith shouldn’t make you a 

jerk. That’s it – your theology is only valid to the degree that your life is loving.” “The 

book’s final sentence plea:” is this “For God’s sake and for the sake of hurting, 

exhausted, scared human beings around us, if we accomplish only one thing with our 

remaining days, let’s love one another.” 

And to that we may all shake our heads in agreement and silently say, “Amen.” So be it. 

But how can Paul’s exhortation to love be fulfilled in our healing? 

Like other lessons of scripture, it is time for the rubber to hit the road, as we try to live 

out those lessons daily. 

As I prepared this sermon Russia was on the brink of invading Ukraine. And we ask – 

where is love in that? 

North Korea continues to build and test weapons of mass destruction. And we ask - 

where is love in all that? 

We see advances in the civil rights that took centuries to be brought about. They are 

about to be set back decades, according to many analysts. Where is love in this 

situation? 

While a difference of opinion has always defined politics and political parties in our 

nation, we wonder if politicians in general today even know what love of country and 

each other is about. We lament the lack of bi-partisan efforts that could at least lead us 

to believe that politicians might actually like one another and are willing to work together 

for the greater common good.  

The COVID pandemic has brought with it any number of hurdles for us to jump. At first it 

was a challenge we rose to – like it or not. Now it is a divisive issue in all segments of 

our life and the lives of all people around the world. 

God’s words are being batted around as people continue to assert certain perceived 

rights that in no way speak through a loving thought process. 

Around the world we’re seeing more of an “eye for an eye” attitude than one that speaks 

out of any sense of love. 

My fear is that as we seemingly move away from any notion of love, the love of God, of 

neighbor and self, we sink further into the abyss that will make it so much harder to 

climb out of. 

Part of the mindset of folks today I believe centers around the fact that God is on our 

side, that in effect, we want our God, our Jesus to be not only for us – but, to be like us. 



That’s what those who heard Jesus read scripture thought initially after he declared that 

the words of scripture were fulfilled in their hearing. 

But all of that soon changed as he talked about the God they worshipped acting outside 

of them. That God actually acted in the lives of those who were not Jews. 

Specifically, Jesus mentioned God interacted with a widow of Sidon who was not a Jew. 

He also says a Syrian leper was cleansed by God. 

And how quickly the situation changed from one of mutual pride in the hometown reader 

of scripture to one where Jesus had to flee for his life. These folks in Nazareth thought 

Jesus was just like them. They wanted him to be just like them. They mistakenly 

assumed he was like them. 

But they had it completely backwards and upside down. God is not like us and our 

thoughts and notions and understandings of how a life following him is to be lived out. 

No indeed, we can’t help but see here that it is us who need to comprehend that we are 

to be like God. That is, we are to follow his lead as he looks out for, as he loves his 

whole creation. 

And that puts a completely different spin of our current reality, doesn’t it? 

So, perhaps we can agree that our world, citizens and leaders, need to inject a massive 

infusion of love into all we say and do. 

As Christians we need to constantly be guided and informed by the love of God 

continuously showered upon us. 

As we think about the trials and tribulations of the apostle Paul, we might marvel at his 

insistence that a live lived following Christ always has love at its core, at its heart. 

And perhaps that will lead us to think, to consider that all we do and all we say needs to 

come from a sense of love, from a sense of being God’s loving presence in the midst of 

the world and society in which we live. 

I’ve mentioned the hope we have as we move into the future. That hope, I believe, is 

based on God’s love for his creation: then, now and in the future. Without love being at 

the center of our love lived in Christ, that hope becomes less a reality and can become 

faint, and dim, and even become extinguished. 

As love is spoken, as it is lived out, the hope for today and future is ever brighter, 

shining God’s loving light to our darkened world. 

“And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three, and the greatest of these is love.” 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

 



 


