
Sunday February 27, 2022 

Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

Mystery. For me and many others there is nothing quite like a good mystery. A mystery novel, a 

mystery movie, a mystery play. There is usually a great amount of intrigue, often trying to figure 

out “who done it” or “how is this going to end.” These kinds of mysteries keep our minds sharp 

and make us use our imaginations. Hopefully they don’t keep us up at night or give us 

nightmares. 

And for sure, there is mystery surrounding God, God’s people we get to know in the scriptures, 

God’s Son – our Lord and Savior and particular events that take place within the pages of the 

Bible and with Biblical figures of both the Old and New Testaments alike. 

Because all of us who are folks who live by faith, it seems that there is mystery inherent, 

sometimes unseen and wondrous – all at the same time.  

Like mysteries found in books, movies and plays, if you are like me, you don’t necessarily want 

all of the mysterious explained in detail. And I believe that is true with our faith journey as well. 

I don’t want all of the mystery that surrounds my God and my faith fully explained. I would 

rather marvel at some of the mysteries that surround God and faith. And besides who can 

explain all of the mysteries to our satisfaction. Many times, it’s hard to get a consensus as to 

the absolute meaning of the many mysteries of faith and God. 

If you appreciate mysteries that surround faith, today you get your wish. There is major mystery 

in our first lesson, gospel text and to a lesser degree with Paul’s words to the Corinthians.  

It’s interesting to note, I believe, that today’s texts are some of the first that show us a direct 

connection between the Old Testament and the New Testament. And yet we find a great deal 

of mystery surrounding these texts. 

It's a mystery to us how the face of Moses was so bright that the people could not look directly 

at it. Moses needed a veil over his face when speaking. Yet, in God’s presence he needed no 

veil. Mysterious for sure. 

It’s a mystery to us as we read Luke telling us of the Transfigured Jesus atop a mountain where 

he is with Moses representing the law and Elijah who represents the prophetic tradition. 

Not so mysterious are a few features of our text that are rather easily picked out and 

appreciated. One is the voice of God in the cloud as Jesus is with Moses and Elijah. His words, 

“This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” are reminiscent of God’s words at Jesus baptism, 

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” No mystery here - God is consistent. 

It is also no mystery that Jesus does not let times such as described in our gospel text keep him 

from his earthly mission. Even though he was in the presence of his Father, Elijah and Moses, 

Jesus upon coming down from that place immediately listened to a desperate father’s plea and 



then cured his demon-possessed son. That’s who Jesus is. It’s what Jesus does. No real mystery 

there. Even though “all were astonished at the greatness of God.” 

Again, as we think about it, there is much mystery surrounding scripture and faith. In fact, some 

of the questions we have, whether they be out loud or silent, reflect mystery. Our questions 

that begin with the words – why or how – often reflect part of the mystery of faith that simply 

cannot be fully answered this side of heaven. They give us many issues to struggle with as we 

continue to trust our God, who in many ways is surrounded in mystery. 

If we haven’t already, I hope we will revel in the mysteries of God, scripture and faith as we 

move forward each day knowing God is leading us. 

It’s no mystery that today is the last Sunday of Epiphany. Beginning with Ash Wednesday we 

travel with Jesus to Jerusalem and the week we call “Holy” where Jesus is arrested, tried and is 

executed on a horrid cross. And there is mystery all along the way from today through Easter 

Sunday. 

So be it. Let us rejoice in the mystery and wonder that is Lent as we follow Jesus and learn from 

him week after week in our long journey. 

While our first lesson and gospel present some mystery to us, we don’t find as much mysterious 

in Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth. What we thankfully find there are words that we are to 

take to heart. Words that are fact, not all that mysterious. Listen: Now the Lord is the Spirit, and 

where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And all of us…are being transformed into some 

image from one degree to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit…since it is by God’s 

mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We have renounced the 

shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by 

the open statement of the truth, we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the 

sight of God.” 

Paul here is reminding us that we too have encountered the presence of God, not on a 

Palestinian mountain with Elijah and Moses but in Jesus Christ. We too are called children of 

God, thanks to our baptism into Christ. 

In a sense, Paul contrasts the glory of Moses with the glory of Christ. The Israelites could not 

see Moses’ face because of the veil. But in Christ we see the unveiled glory of God and are 

transformed into Christ’s likeness.  

It is also no mystery that Jesus is the example we follow in our own efforts to be faithful 

followers. As we read and hear Jesus’ sermons, parables, lessons of life, we understand how we 

are to act in love in all situations in life and to love everyone who we are associated with and all 

of God’s creation. 



Perhaps the only mysterious part for us is how we go about emulating Christ. And really, in a 

way, that is not a mystery either. We simply need to clothe ourselves with the armor of God, 

step out in faith and say and do as Christ would say and do. 

There are some mysteries of faith that we simply accept. We understand in part, but…there is a 

part that remains mystery. Two examples come to mind immediately – the Trinity – Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit - and the fact that Jesus is at the same time 100% human and 100% God. Again, 

we understand in part and the rest remains a mystery. We can read and study and still not solve 

the mysterious, what remains hidden from our eyes and understanding. 

We let our faith in our Lord guide us through those things that are mysterious and will forever 

continue to be so this side of glory. 

We trust God with what is mysterious, what is beyond our human understanding, and we trust 

God to lead us in directions of service where Christ can be seen in what we say and do. No real 

mystery there – just a challenge, perhaps. 

A challenge to use our God given gifts and talents is not mysterious. We thank God that he is 

with us as we daily accept this challenge and do our best to life a faithful life, professing Christ 

as Lord and Savior and living out the promise of the resurrection here on earth as we look 

forward to our great reward in his heavenly kingdom to come. No mystery there – just 

opportunities to serve our Lord and Savior. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

 

 

 

 


