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John 9: 1-41—Fourth Sunday in Lent—March 19th, 2023 

Rev. Timothy W. Sadler, Pastor—Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Lancaster, PA. 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 I love this gospel story from John.  John paints it with words that are so powerful and 

vivid, we can easily imagine the whole scene being played out.  We can picture ourselves in on 

the activity, cheering on the healed man and his family, booing the religious leaders and their 

blindness. 

 Jesus and his disciples see the blind man and Jesus says, “We must work the works of 

him who sent me.  As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” Straight to the 

point, Jesus makes a statement about himself and his mission in this world.  Then he begins to 

act out that proclamation in the healing of the blind man. 

 This miracle causes a lot of confusion, even to the point of some people denying that this 

was the man who used to be blind and a beggar...people who knew him from before but couldn’t 

believe such a miracle could happen.  Healing someone of blindness that had been there since 

birth was an unheard-of miracle. 

 And so - confusion and chaos and denial and dragging the man off to the Pharisees.  This 

causes an even bigger problem because the day the man was healed was the Sabbath, and you 

weren’t supposed to work in any way on the Sabbath.  His life hadn’t been in danger - Jesus 

could’ve waited one more day to heal him.  What had taken place violated their religious laws 

and practices. 

 It’s a sad commentary about the people of God whenever human laws and traditions blind 

people to the ongoing activity of God in their lives.  Here is a miracle of unbelievable proportion, 

and because it didn’t fit in with how they imagined God should act...they rejected it and even 

called Jesus a sinner. 

 Whenever something in our faith life isn’t open to prayer and reflection, whenever we 

believe that how we practice our faith is so correct that God has nothing more to teach us...Then 

the same practices and traditions that began at one time with excitement and faithfulness, can 

become the very things that cause our blindness. 

 To the blind man, the evidence was simple.  “Whatever he is a sinner or not, I do not 

know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see.”  This man had experienced the 

healing touch of Jesus and his life was changed forever.  The religious leaders end up mocking 

the man, because what he says in such simple words challenges them to see their faith anew, and 

because they couldn’t do that, they had no choice except to condemn the man and Jesus himself. 

 Often new people come into our congregations, people who haven’t been in church for 

awhile or maybe not at all.  We automatically assume a teaching role with them, and willingly 

invite them in so we can show then the ropes.  That is a very hospitable thing to do, but it carries 

a danger. 

 

 Often long-time church goers assume that new people coming in have nothing to teach 

them since they themselves have been part of the church for so long.  We see the learning going 

in one direction only, from us to them.  We see the needed changing and transformation taking 

place only in them. 

 

 It is certainly true that long time disciples have much to share with new believers, but it is 

also just as true that long-time disciples can continue to learn and grow by being open to the 
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Holy Spirit’s work through newer members.  When God leads people to the church, he gifts them 

and places within them a desire to share those gifts in his name.  What an incredible blessing for 

the whole church when the whole church together - old and new - is open to giving and receiving 

from one another, in the name of Jesus. 

 The Pharisees insistence on clinging to their traditions and understandings of faith, 

blinded them to what they could have learned from the healed man.  Imagine what excitement 

could have infused their faith if they would have had the courage to be taught by this man.   

 Instead, they threw the man out because they had no answers to give him that would also 

satisfy their own need to see and understand their faith as they always had - which was through 

human laws and traditions. 

 Jesus heard what had happened and found the man.  This person who had been rejected 

by the religious authorities is found by the Lord of life.  And when Jesus told him that it was the 

Son of Man who stood before him speaking....then man worshipped him saying, “Lord, I 

believe.” 

 Jesus then said: “For judgement I came into the world, that those who do not see may see, 

and that those who see may become blind.”   Some of the Pharisees heard Jesus and asked, “Are 

we also blind?”  Jesus said to them:  “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that 

you say, ‘we see’, your guilt remains.” 

 Anytime the people of God believe that we see things perfectly - know the score, and 

have figured everything out - anytime that happens, we are teachable, we are blind.  As long as 

we live and breathe in this life, we are being taught something.  It never ends. 

 So, the question isn’t “am I blind, or do I see?”, because we’re all a mixture of the two.  

We see certain things and we’re blind about certain things.  That’s just a fact of this life. So, the 

question for us becomes “Lord, what is it you would teach me this day?  How is it you would 

open my eyes a little more, so that I might see a little more clearly?” 

 God requires his people to be open and learning people, because he is our God and has 

much to teach us.  This lifetime isn’t long enough to learn all there is to know.  And even as we 

learn we must remember that in this lifetime, we will always see through a glass darkly. That 

means we need the light of Christ every moment that we live. 

 We need the light of Christ to show us where we cling to human traditions that get in the 

way of other people’s faith....traditions that maybe one time were faithful, but now need the 

transforming hand of God.  Traditions that at one time in our culture worked well to make 

disciples but now, have become stumbling blocks for the congregation and the people in it. 

 There are no easy answers to any of these issues.  There is only the ever-present God who 

longs to teach his people and show us what it means to live out the Good News of Jesus in a way 

that makes sense in the world we live in...a way that is inviting and open and faithful and helps 

people connect their faith to the Lord who still works in the world as it is.  

 As the blind man responded to Jesus, his own sight became keener and sharper. In the 

beginning he said, “This man Jesus”, but ended up before Jesus saying “Lord, I believe.”  And in 

contrast, we see the Pharisees grow spiritually more blind. 

 

 Jesus calls himself the light of the world, and in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells his 

people “You are light for the world.”  Jesus passes on this light-giving quality to all of God’s 

children.  He comes into our lives when we are blind and begging, and heals us so that we can 

see. 
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 Jesus didn’t heal the blind man so he could return to his blindness.  He healed the blind 

man so that the blind man could see God.  The result of that seeing was worship of Jesus... and a 

dedication to Christ that allowed a very humble man to become a powerful witness to the work 

of God in this world...a witness that still touches lives when his story is read today. 

 In our culture, it may not be the disbelievers who challenge us to the most, but our own 

struggle to stay open to the Lord of life that we may see and live anew.  And then, in that seeing, 

to say to Jesus:  Lord of life and love, how is it we can be a light, so that others might see you 

and live?” 

Let us pray: 

 Gracious Lord Jesus, you come into our lives bringing light and love and mercy, giving 

us everything we need to have new life in you.  By the power of your Holy Spirit, turn us a little 

more towards your light and open our eyes to see in new ways.  Creating Lord, create anew in us.   

AMEN 


